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solve the morality of the case. To this I must
answer that I think it needless, unless the man, to
whom the promise was made, could be supposed to
believe the promise was to be performed, whether it
was possible or no ; which no reasonable man can
be supposed to do.

There is a parallel case to this in the ordinary
appointment of people to meet either at place or
time, upon occasions of business. Two friends make
an appointment to meet the next day at such a
house; one says to the other, Do not fail me at that
time, for I will certainly be there ; the other answers,
I will not fail. Some people object against these
positive appointments, and tell us we ought to say,
I will, if it please God; or, I will, life and health
permitting.

But to say a word to our present custom: since
Christianity is the public profession of the country,
and we are to suppose we not only are Christians
ourselves, but that all those we are talking to, or of,
are also Christians, we must add that Christianity
supposes we acknowledge that life, and all the con-
tingencies of life, are subjected to the dominion of
Providence, and liable to all those accidents which
God permits to befall us in the ordinary course of
our living in the world ; therefore we expect to be
taken in that sense in all such appointments; and it
is but justice to us as Christians, in the common
acceptation of our words, that when I say I will
certainly meet my friend at such a place, and at
such a time, he should understand me to mean, if
it pleases God to give me life and health, or that
his providence permits me to come. For we all
know that else I cannot meet, or so much as live.

Not to understand me thus, is as much as to say
you do not understand me to be a Christian, or to
act like a Christian in anything; and, on the other